Introduction. Metrics. Colon Structure.
Our analysis is based on the 1198-line "Plach vdovy po muzhe" in Barsov. 4 The percentage of phonologically stressed vowels (including monosyllables) in each syllable is as follows:
In contrast to literary trochaic verse, this lament line is characterized by the metrically constant strong ictuses on syllables 3, 7, and 11, that is, by the absence of anything approaching Taranovsky's regressive curve; the weak ictuses, however (syllables 1, 5, 9, 13) do show the left-to-right downward slope one would expect (45.72 � 29.99 --; 21.20 � 3.19). Furthermore, in addition to the structures created by syllables, feet, and lines, the 13-syllable lament is divided into three cola, each of which has a strong-ictus center (syllables 3, 7, 11) and surrounding lateral portions consisting of one or two arsis and weak ictus syllables on either side of the center, for example:
The colon plays an essential role in lament metrics, being arguably at least as important as the line and the foot; many of the complexities of lament poetics seem to result from the interaction of colon structure and the binary cadence which is clearly established by the first four syllables.6 These matters cannot be argued in any detail here, but we may at least note in passing that lateral colon segments, including anacrusis or clausula syllables, but unlike the colon centers at syllables 3, 7, and 11, can easily be
